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dangers of war, where glory, the best food of every
truly royal soul, is to be gathered like a rose amid
thorns. But for all that, he might well be weary of
the evils and miseries inflicted by war on his peo-
ple ; since therefore the Spaniards were disposed to
negotiate, he could not do otherwise than enter into
treaty with them/'

The French and Spanish plenipotentiaries met at
Vervins in February; the peace was signed on
May 2, 1598*

The terms between the two contracting powers
were settled without much difficulty. Retaining
Cambray, the Spaniards evacuated Calais, the other
Picard towns and the port of Blavet in Brittany.
The French restored the county of Charolais. The
negotiations were somewhat protracted by questions
concerning the allies on both sides. The inclusion
of Mcrcceur in the treaty was absolutely refused by
the French. On the other hand, Henry insisted that
the option of acceding to the peace within six
months should be offered to his confederates.

The Dutch refused to accept a truce which the
Spaniards were with difficulty persuaded to offer,
and Henry IV, promised to continue to assist them
indirectly by the most prompt repayment possible
of the large sums for which he was their debtor.

While his ministers began to negotiate the peace
with Spain, Henry left Paris for the west to re-
ceive the submission of Brittany* The departure
of the English, recalled by their Queen on account
of the threatened Spanish invasion, and of serious
troubles in Ireland, together with the discontent of